
Graduate Essay - Sample 2 

While contemplating how I should approach my personal and professional goals and how earning an 

advanced degree will support them, I came upon my application essay for Goddard College that I wrote 

close to three years ago: 

“Often times, children who lack positive, authoritative figures and emotional support end up making 

unwise choices that stay with them and induce prejudice and judgment from other people who may be 

ignorant to what caused these children to make the choices in the first place. This cultural stigmatism 

that exists in our society often leads to these children being segmented into a disenfranchised group as 

adults. The misunderstanding and neglect that occurs in communities towards socially disenfranchised 

children goes against everything that I was raised to take in regard when attempting to understand a 

person. 

I envision my studies reaching children and young adults in many different communities. It is my goal to 

immerse myself in rural, inner-city, and lower-income communities and meet these children before or in 

the midst of their time when the decisions they make can influence where their life may lead. I believe 

that the teachings of dance as a holistic lifestyle will provide outlets of knowledge and self-expression 

for these children and young adults that will lead them in positive directions.” 

In this essay we were expected to write about our intentions and ambitions for our studies; to address 

the passions that acted as the drive for our work during our attendance at the college as well as after 

graduation. In returning to this essay, I was pleased to discover that my ambition and dedication to 

using the performing arts as a source of structure and reliability for youth in this country has not 

changed. When applying to Goddard College for my undergraduate degree I knew that I would want to 

continue on to pursue my graduate degree afterwards to enhance myself as a qualified candidate 

working in my field. Earning my advanced degree will enable me to go forth in the world as a confident 

and learned individual prepared to create the positive opportunities I envisioned years ago. 

While earning my advanced degree, I intend to learn the details and structure that is needed to 

successfully run arts organizations. The closeness that Castleton University has with the Association for 

Arts Administration in developing its program for the MA in Arts Administration encourages me; it 

assures me that the quality and rigor of the program at Castleton is the right fit for my personal and 

professional aspirations. The efficacy of the program combined with the professional portfolio of 

projects demonstrating a mastery of skills in a range of areas in the arts and the six-credit culminating 

internship is exactly what I am looking for in an advanced degree program. 

My background in the performing arts is broad. Not only have I have spent many years performing in 

productions of theater and dance, but I have also devoted my time and learning to other aspects of 

performance arts, whether it be technical, political, and social. My time attending Goddard College has 

proven to be extremely educational in training me in areas of social justice and cultural realizations of 

privilege, class, and human rights. With an accomplished and culturally diverse faculty and staff, the 

College requires its students to incorporate this training into their degrees, which makes for globally 

conscious citizens. 

What I stand to bring to Castleton University’s campus is a vibrant love for the performing arts 

accompanied by acute social awareness training. My dedication to improving myself as an individual in 



my career is resolute; earning my advanced degree is vital to my continuing as a professional in a field so 

important to the foundation of our culture. I look forward to the opportunity of earning my Master of 

Arts in Arts Administration at Castleton University. 
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