Sample Scholarship Essay for Masters

Being African, I recognize Africa’s need for home- grown talent in the form of “planners”
(assistants with possible solutions) and “searchers” (those with desperate need) working towards
international development. | represent both. Coming from Zimbabwe my greatest challengeisin
helping to improve the livelihoods of developing nations through sustainable development and
good governance principles. The need for policy-makers capable of employing cross-
jurisdictional, and cross- disciplinary strategies to solve complex challenges cannot be under-
emphasized; hence my application to this scholarship program.

After graduating from Africa University with an Honors degree in Sociology and Psychology, |
am now seeking scholarship support to study in the United States at the Master’s level. My interest
in democracy, elections, constitutionalism and development stems from my lasting interest in
public policy issues. Accordingly, my current research interests in democracy and ethnic diversity
require a deeper understanding of legal processes of constitutionalism and governance. As a
Master’s student in the US, I intend to write articles on these subjects from the perspective of
someone born, raised, and educated in Africa. | will bring a unique and much-needed perspective
to my graduate program in the United States, and | will take the technical and theoretical
knowledge from my graduate program back with me to Africa to further my career goals as a
practitioner of good governance and community devel opment.

To augment my theoretical understanding of governance and democratic practices, | worked with
the Zimbabwe Election Support Network (ZESN) as a Programs Assistant in the Monitoring and
Observation department. This not only enhanced my project management skills, but also
developed my skills in research and producing communication materials. ZESN is Zimbabwe’s
biggest election observation organization, and | had the responsibility of monitoring the political
environment and producing monthly publications on human rights issues and electoral processes.
These publications were disseminated to various civil society organizations, donors and other
stakeholders. Now I intend to develop my career in order to enhance Africa’s capacity to advocate,
write and vote for representative constitutions.

| also participated in afellowship program at AfricaUniversity, where | gained greater insight into
socia development by teaching courses on entrepreneurship, free market economics, and
development in needy communities. | worked with women in rural areas of Zimbabwe to setup
income-generating projects such as the jatropha soap-making project. Managing such a project
gave me great insight into how many simple initiatives can transform lives.

Y our organization has a history of awarding scholarships to promising young students from the
developing world in order to bring knowledge, skills and leadership abilities to their home
communities. | have aready done some of this work but | want to continue, and with your
assistance, | can. The multidisciplinary focus of the development programs | am applying to in the
US will provide me with the necessary skills to creatively address the economic and social
development challenges and devel op sound public policies for Third World countries. | thank you
for your time and consideration for this prestigious award.



