
 

Co mpar e and Contrast  E ssay Examp le  
 

Sci ence  and Ar t  Essay  
 
Essay Topic:  
The c on nect ion between art  and sc ience and thei r  
i rreconci lable  di f ferences.  
 
Essay Qu estions:  
What  is  th e main  connect ion between art  and sc ience? How 
can art  and sc ience i f  put  tog ether c reate  something real ly  
beauti ful ?  What  are  the i rrec onci l abl e  di f ference between th e 
terms?  
 
Th esis  Statement:  
Sci enc e’ s  priori ty  i s  f i nding the truth  and A rt ’ s  p r iori ty  i s  
c reat ing beauty .  Obviously ,  these  are  tw o di f ferent  g oal s  from 
the f i rst  s ight  but  thi s  issue h as a  lot  o f  “u nd ersea stones” .  
 
1 .  I nt roduct i on  
2 .  The c onnect ion of  Sc ience and Art  
3 .  Truth and beauty i n  thei r  merging of  Ar t  and Science  
4 .  The i nf luence of  benefi ts  on these opi nions  
5 .  The i rreconci labl e  di f ference between th e terms  
6 .  C onclu sion  
 
Int roduction  
Throughout  th e ages sc ienc e and art  have been two di f ferent  
s ides of  th e very same coi n.  Ini t ia l ly ,  these two terms were 
considered to  be  compl etely  irre levant  and someti mes even as  
a  contraposit i on t o  each other .  Al ong  with  the progress  c ame 
the u nd erstanding that  th e connect i on does exist  and  even 
more th an that  –  i n  some way these  terms are inseparabl e .  
Sc i enc e’ s  pri ori ty  i s  f i nding the truth  and A rt ’ s  pr iori ty  i s  
c reat ing beauty .  Obviously ,  these  are  tw o di f ferent  g oal s  from 
the f i rst  s ight  but  thi s  issue h as a  lot  o f  “u nd ersea stones” .  
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What is  the t rue connect ion?  
To l earn i f  the connect ion d oes exi st  i n  spite  of  a l l  the 
superfic ial  di f ferences i t  i s  necessary to  examine  the g oal s  of  
these  act ivi t ies  rel at ive ly  t o  each other .  I f  sc ience  is  directed 
tow ards  the t ruth  i t  i s  a lso possib le  t o  say th at  art  is  movi ng 
i n  the same direct ion.  Sc ience demand s t ruth  and i s  a lw ays 
very ex act  and cat egoric al ;  i t  d oes not  accept  any overshoots  
and  is  rest ricted by sc ient i f ic  laws .  I t  f i nd s “ mathematic al”  
t ruth ,  the  truth  that  leads  to  chang es .  A rt  i n  i ts  tu rn searches 
for  t ruth ,  t oo .  But  thi s  is  th e t ruth  of  expressing feel i ngs ,  t he 
i rrat ional  component .  What  c an be more  truth ful  th an 
emoti ons i n  their  pu re  st ate?  A rt ’ s  t ruth  does not  h ave l imit s  
and  does not  have to  obey any law s.  Th erefore both need truth  
as  a  result .  B oth of  them are  part s  o f  one subst ance,  i ts  
rat i onal  and  irra t i onal  c omponents  th at  cannot  exi st  without  
one  another .  I rrat i onal  id eas l ead t o  the rat ional  searchi ng for  
the t ruth .  
 
Tr uth and beaut y in  th eir  merging  
The opi nions about  truth  representi ng sc ienc e and beauty  
representi ng art  d o have enough fou nd ation t o  exist .  L ivi ng i n  
the era  of  the t echnic al  prog ress  i t  i s  obviou s that  any 
sc ient i f ic  discoveri es  made are u sed t o  appl y  in  pract ice  and 
change  peopl e ’ s  l i fe  for  better .  What  sc ience  produces is  a  
“ pure t ruth” ,  a  scheme,  and a  formula ,  something th at  cann ot  
not  be u sed  immediate ly .  And thi s  is  th e ph ase that  art  comes 
i nto the  sc ene.  With  i t s  beauty i s  hel ps t o  adju st  the  
i nventions  to  people  and thei r  worl d of  c onsumers ,  to  make i t  
l ook esthet ic .  This  compl ementat i on  is  th e st art  poi nt  from 
where  al l  thes e opini ons c oncerning  beauty and t ruth  start .  
 
Th e inf lu ence of  benefits  on thes e opin ions  
The i mpact  that  sc ience and  art  bri ng to  the world  is  i mmense .  
A nd no w onder i t  i s  so  h ard to  imagi ne l ives  without  th em.  
Expl orat ion of  the w orld th rough analysis ,  compari son,  
syntheses and ca lculat i on i n  sc ience  faces the  very  same 
analysis ,  comparison ,  and syntheses of  the outsid e world i n  
art .  Nevertheless ,  th e benefi t s  they bring to  th e worl d are  
i rreconci lably  di f ferent .  Art  makes the w orld more beauti ful  
and  sc ience  f i nds  the t ruth  to  control  the  world .  A nd i t  i s  up  to  



 

each person t o  decid e which is  more important  for  him:  beauty 
or  t ruth .  
 
The i rreconci labl e  di f ference between th e terms  
A rt  i s  c reat i ve act ivi ty  in  g eneral :  l i teratu re ,  architectu re ,  
sculptu re ,  p aint i ng ,  music ,  d anci ng ,  th eat re  and many others .  
I t  ref lect s  the forms of  mast eri ng of  the w orl d th rough the  
c reat ive act ivi ty .  I t  i s  an i mitat ion,  a  sensit ive  expression of  
something su persensit ive .  Sc ience ’s  main fu nct ion  is  the 
product ion and theoret ic al  systemati zat i on  of  the object ive  
knowled ge about  real i ty .  I t  i s  an act ivi ty  aimed to  get  new 
knowled ge (t ruth)  and  to  obtai n the  resu lt  o f  this  knowledg e 
(the  amou nt  of  knowled ge formi ng the sc ient i f ic  “ t abl eau ”  of  
the w orld) .  A rt  in  compari son t o  sc ien ce d oes not  d esc ribe,  
ex plai n and  predict  processes and ph enomenon of  real i ty ,  
u sing th e exi st ing l aws .  A rt  s i mply ref l ects  th e ph enomenon of  
real i ty .  A rt  uses the  tool  o f  re f l ect ion to  imit ate  beauty  i t  
observes.  A rt  is  subject ive  and sc ience i s  c omplete l y  object ive .  
  
Conc lusion  
Beauty i s  a lways  su bject ive and what  is  beauti ful  for  one 
person may be not  for  anoth er  one.  Th e endeavors  to  expl ain 
sc ience and  art  in  terms of  t ruth and beauty are  complete ly  
motivated .  The att empts  to  di st i nguish th em h ave a  lot  t o  d o 
with  what  the  pro duc e to  th e worl d ,  but  st i l l  they have a  lot  o f  
i n  common.  
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