College Application Essay Examples About Yourself

My name is Sierra Breault, and | am a junior at Murray State University. | am double-majoring in
Criminal Justice and Forensics Science, and | will graduate in 2020 with two bachelor’s degrees.
My career goal is in criminal justice so | can put an end to widespread criminal activities. | want
to contribute to investigations that take down gang leaders, prevent illegal gun trade, and stop
the distribution of illegal drugs.

| come from a small town where drugs, gang violence, and crime are on every corner. My family
lived in a tiny two-bedroom house right next to the town meth lab. We never reported the
activities from next door because, quite frankly, we were scared to. Then one day, there was an
accident in the garage that caught the house on fire. It was early in the morning, and the only
people to help were the volunteer firefighters nearby. They couldn’t control the flames in time,
and our house was burned as well.

This experience was not the only reason | wanted to study criminal justice, but it did play a big
part. | started exploring the career more when | decided that a desk job just wasn’t for me.
Throughout high school | struggled because of the routine nature of it all. | saw the same people
and attended the same classes every single day. | knew | didn’t want a job that would be that
stagnant. That’s when | got the idea to work in law enforcement, because there would always be
a new challenge for me to tackle. After researching the field even more, | set my sights on crime
scene investigation.

| have done much better academically in college than | ever did in high school. That’s because
there is no routine to the experience. Every week, | have new projects to complete, tests to study
for, and activities to try. | have been involved with the campus Crime Stoppers organization all
three years of college, and | was elected president for the upcoming term. This lets me work
closely with law enforcement to supplement my college education and further my career.

After graduating, | will apply for work as a dispatcher in a state organization, such as the Office
of Drug Control Policy or the Department of Criminal Investigation. While my ultimate goal is to
work as a forensic analyst or crime scene investigator, those positions usually only go to people
within the organization. Dispatch is the most direct option for career entry, giving me the best
chance to pursue my dream career.

I am applying for this scholarship to help me finish the last two years of my degrees. As a college
junior and soon-to-be senior, my scholarship opportunities are limited. Most awards are reserved
for freshmen. | took advantage of those early on, and | have one recurring scholarship that cover
half of my tuition. However, | need additional financial aid to cover the remainder of my academic
costs. | appreciate your consideration, and | hope that you can help me pursue a profession in
criminal justice. This is my passion, and | have a clear plan to turn that passion into a lifelong
career.



