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Title of the book: invisible man
Author: Ralph Ellison

An extremely powerful story of a young Southern Negro, from his late high school days through three
years of college to his life in Harlem.

His early training prepared him for a life of humility before white men, but through injustices- large and
small, he came to realize that he was an "invisible man". People saw in him only a reflection of their
preconceived ideas of what he was, denied his individuality, and ultimately did not see him at all. This
theme, which has implications far beyond the obvious racial parallel, is skillfully handled. The incidents of
the story are wholly absorbing. The boy's dismissal from college because of an innocent mistake, his
shocked reaction to the anonymity of the North and to Harlem, his nightmare experiences on a one-day
job in a paint factory and in the hospital, his lightning success as the Harlem leader of a communistic
organization known as the Brotherhood, his involvement in black versus white and black versus black
clashes and his disillusion and understanding of his invisibility- all climax naturally in scenes of violence
and riot, followed by a retreat which is both literal and figurative. Parts of this experience may have been
told before, but never with such freshness, intensity and power.

This is Ellison's first novel, but he has complete control of his story and his style. Watch it

Title of the book: Dark Witch
Author: Nora Roberts

| hesitate to describe this book as a 'romance’ novel simply because the book spent little time actually
exploring the romance between lona and Boyle. Sure, there IS a romance in this novel. Sprinkled
throughout the book are a few scenes where lona and Boyle meet, chat, wink at each, flirt some more,
sleep together, have a misunderstanding, make up, and then profess their undying love. Very formulaic
stuff, and all woven around the more important parts of this book.

The meat of this book is far more focused on the story of the Dark witch and her magically-gifted
descendants living in Ireland. Despite being weak on the romance, | really enjoyed it. | think the book is
probably better for it, because the romance itself was pretty lackluster stuff.

| absolutely plan to stick with this series as | enjoyed the world building, loved the Ireland setting, and was
intrigued by all of the secondary characters. However, If you read Nora Roberts strictly for the romance
scenes, this one might disappoint. But if you enjoy a solid background story with some dark magic and
prophesies, you might enjoy it as much as | did.

| listened to this one on audio, and felt the narration was excellent.
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